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my CLINICS. tion on this part of the neck of a mustard 
. - _ ; cataplasm, in place of one of flaxseed meal. 
ng : Ciinical Lecture on Inflammation of the Can this really be the cause of the disease ? 
| Sub-maxillary and Sub-lingual Glands, de- , At once we reply, it is very doubtful; first, 
he f lvered by Prof. Venreau at Hospital La: because an irritating application does ~ ot 
Charité. Translated by W. A. CLENDINEN, ‘produce a general tumefaction like this; 
M.D., of Baltimore, Md. again, if the patient conceived the notion of 
to ’ é > J 4 
vie In bed No. 36 we have a patient, 39 years ; applying a poultice, it was doubtless because 
“ @ ofage, an employé in a notary’s office. He he felt some inconvenience. He says he 
— sa large, hale man, who says he has never ‘only felt a heat of the throat. It is most 
“ nad syphilis. ‘This patient presents a tume- probable, as often happens when a remedy 
faction of the hyoidean region, with uplifting ‘does not arrest a malady, that it was accused 
si ‘ ° ° ‘ ° . . ‘ 
q | “the tongue. The tumour is vague, badly -of its production, inasmuch as it did not 
| @ ‘fined, with the circumference lost in the ; hinder its progress. 
— ealthy tissues, yet we feel a conviction that Howsoever this may be, the patient says 
F aa = 2 : 
al i does not pass the limits med. The first ’ that he was some years since attacked by a 
; inpression given by the tumour is that of a | similar disease. He entered the Hotel Dieu, 
: zeneral swelling. > where leeches were applied and an incision 
¢ : If one take hold of the enlargement, the , made with a bistoury; a reddish-coloured 
: ‘uch recognizes the existence of inequali- ; humour escaped, and he was restored in 
‘ies, but we obtain no clear sensation of . three weeks. Since then he has been again 
iluctuation if we press it between two fingers, seized with the same malady, but relieved 
one within the mouth, and the other on the » himself by simple gargles. 
i ouside, the sensation is still the same. By, At this time, the patient stated, the tumour 
5 | neither means do we acquire the certainty | is just the same as at the first attack, with 
t | @ that it is a sac or a solid tumour. the pain and concomitant symptoms of the 
_ The affection is of but eight days’ stand- ; same intensity. 


ing; the patient attributes it to the applica-: ‘This affection presents very singular 
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symptoms, which can be attributed neither i is less frequent than that of the Parotid, or 
to a subcutaneous inflammation, nor to a} at least it appears to be, but it 1s probable 
submucous one, nor yet toa phlegmasia of} that they are quite as often affected, but 
the ganglions. Glandular inflammations are ; their affection has been mistaken, inasmuch 
very common in this region; but in the first} as it has never been studied, or at least de- 
place, they do not occupy the seat of this: scribed. 
inflammation, nor do we find them in the | The signs which may seem to establish a 
centre; in this case the culminating point } distinction between the inflammation of the 
is on the median line, whilst adenite occu- } lymphatic ganglions and that of the salivary 
pies the mylo-hyoidean triangle ; in the next ‘glands, may be summed up as follows: 
place, the characters are not those of an; For the glands, the inflammation com. 
adenite; we have not the redness, nor do} mences by the interior of the mouth, the 
we perceive that doughy feel which distin- ; pain is felt at this point; for the ganglions, 
guishes it. itis the contrary. In the inflammation of 
If the disease be not an adenite, we might ’ the glands, the salivary function is deranged, 
suggest to ourselves a stomatite, but the } the mouth is probably dry at first, then the 
mucous membrane is not very red, nor very } secretion is afterwards increased; there js 
much inflamed. In glossitis, it is the tongue ! moreover no external inflammation, no red- 
which enlarges; here it is the sides and not } ness of the skin, no pasty feel, the tumour is 
the tongue itself. There are still common } movable; these signs are absent in gan- 
elements—such are the cellular tissue, the ' glionic phlegmasiz. In these last the sup- 
vessels and nerves; but who would on sight  puration is very easy ; in the glands resolu- 
of a similar malady suspect an arterite, a} tion occurs most frequently. Finally, when 
phlebitis, or an inflammation of the nerves ?; the salivary glands are the seat of the in- 
The cellular tissue only can serve to afford ' : flammation, the tongue is pressed back 
a doubt; yet if we reflect, that the disease | , against the palate, deglutition may be inter- 
dates back eight days, supposing it were this) fered with ; when the ganglions are inflamed 
tissue, we would to-day have a vivid red-}the patient may complain of pain in swal- 
ness, a pasty palpation and suppuration. ; lowing, but there is no mechanical obstruc- 
It seems that none of these anatomical loca- ? tion. 
tions can be assigned it; however, there is? The treatment of these two affections, 
another still in this region, in organs, the } though presenting a relation, differs in many 
inflammation of which has not yet been} >respects. In the inflammation of the gan- 
studied, and it seems to us that in these the} glions, blood-letting is in general useless, 
affection is located. We refer to the sub- basins produce a good effect, then at the 
maxillary, the sub-lingual and the salivary } end of a few days comes the surgical treat- 
glands. It should be considered as an ex- | ment, cataplasms or vesicatories. 
ample of the inflammation of these organs. In the inflammation of the salivary glands 
This unequal tumour, illy circumscribed, } general bleeding i is worth more than local, a 
uneven, and of a hardness which varies in ‘deep incision in the mouth arrests the in- 
different points, its general aspect when ex-} flammation ordinarily, and produces rapid 
amined on the interior, or from the outside, amelioration. Such is the summary of this 
can only be attributed to an inflammation of} affection, which certainly merits a place in 
the salivary glands, and so much the more } the nosological table. 
so, because the patient spits so freely, that - December 15, 1846. 
we have thought it but proper to ask if he | Prof. VeLPeAv has not yet given to the 
had been subjected to a mercurial treatment. } public his determination as to the name of 
We recoilect having been called to a the above described disease, but on the day 
manufacturer in the Faubourg St. eos his lecture he suggested glandulite, in 


Se 


about two months since, on account of an} contradistinction to ganglionite, which in 
affection whose characters were similar to} the present French nomenclature, I believe, 
those which we find in that of this patient, } always means inflammation of the lymphatic 
except that only one side was affected; we — C. 
found no thickening of the skin, nor other} en 

symptoms than those present here. Anin-) SKETCHES AND ILLUSTRATIONS 
cision produced no change. Inflammation OF MEDICAL QUACKERY. 

of the sub-maxillary and sub-lingual glands} © Quackery.—We have already commenced 
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the exposure of the system of obtaining prac- ' that every third man is, in his own conceit, 
ice, or at least publicity, by unprofessional ; quite able to give an opinion upon an abstract 
cards, handbills, circulars, puffs, and adver- ! point in scientific medicine or surgery. ‘This 
ysements, Which are degrading to the pro- is one great source of the little respect borne 
;ssion, and which should be left to the by the public towards the profession. ‘The 
quack and to the pretender. Nothing but beginnings and the ends of popular physic 
exposure can reach this evil; and though we are bad; and we shall trace them in their 
regret it, and are willing to believe that it bad features and ill consequences from their 
would hardly exist but for the impoverished fountains with those medical men who pan- 
state of the profession, plundered as it is on der to the popular taste, down to the broad 
all sides ; yet as one means of removing this stream of popular skepticism, disrespect, and 
very impoverishment and discredit, we must assurance in medical matters, which is every- 
lay an ungentle hand upon all such produc- where met with. We shall show that, as if 
tions. We need not say that we mean no- by a kind of fatality, medical skepticism in- 
thing whatever of a personal kind by this vades both the teachers and the pupils; the 
procedure. ‘I'hose who are exposed must practitioners who minis‘er to, and the mob 
not accuse us of any particular hostility; we who delight in, this vicious appetite. 
aim at the system, not at individuals; and» We must also enter more thoroughly than 
while we strike, we regret the necessity we have yet done into the question of quack 
which exists for striking at all. Offenders and patent medicines. Here there are most 
shall see that we deal our blows high and ;important subjects for discussion; questions 
low, far and near; as much against the more ’which must be thoroughly probed before 
imposing quackery connected with book ° professional ethics can be settled on a proper 
advertisements, quackish paragraphs, and and wholesome basis. We shall have to 
notices to correspondents, in the daily and ;treat of the evils which ensue, if medical 
weekly newspapers; as against the less pre- men testimonialize quack medicines ; if they 
tending, but synonymous, cards and hand- ’ sell quack medicines; if they prescribe quack 
bills of the letter-box and the kitchen area. , medicines ; or if they become proprietors of 
There is the same spirit in both, the same ‘quack medicines! On each one of these 
craving fur notoriety, the same attempt, on heads we could adduce offenders against the 
‘he part of audacity and uncrupulousness, to” plainest requirements of professional morals. 
take the place of real merit and professional Many qualified men have testimonialized, or 
modesty. sold, or prescribed, and some have even de- 
Another important subject, for which we | graded themselves so far as to be the actual 
hope soon to find space and time, is athorough , originators and proprietors of quack and 
dissection of the whole tissue of popular ‘patent medicines. Of the simple and hon- 
medicine, and popular medical writing. All ourable duty of qualified medical men upon 
that is popularity-hunting in medicine tends, » these points there will not be much differ- 
by a straight path, to inevitable quackery, ence of opinion, We are fain to hope that 
and to the degradation of the profession. the whole system of patent nostrums will be 
This idea we shall pursue, in its evil tend- ;severed from medicine ; but the first step to 
encies, from ** Parts on Diet,’’ and ‘‘Comse : the legal abolition of patent medicines must 
on Health,?? down tothe Morrisonian system | be the purification of the medical mind on 
of physic as adapted for popular reading. ‘these points. We believe the time will 
“Every man his own Esculapius’’ should {come when it will be deemed almost impos- 
be the motto of aut the followers of popular | sible that the educated medical man could 
medicine; and that it is a most mischievous }ever have had any connection with quack 
one we need hardly attempt to prove. If) medicines, whether as testimonialist, pre- 
there were not physicians and surgeons who, )scriber, salesman, originator, or proprietor. 
in their writings, attempt to bring down pro- , That he has, and that too, in no few in- 
fessional matters to the level of the vulgar | stances, erred after these fashions, has enor- 
comprehension, there would not be that self- ) mously strengthened the roots of quackery, 
sufficient judgment on medical matters which } and rendered its overturn a task of the ut- 
is so rife among the laity, and which is the } most difficulty. : ; 
pabulum from which every system of quack- ; On both of these questions, popular medi- 
ery finds support. The public is so inti- ; cine and patent medicines, the conduct of 
mately indoctrinated with popular physic, :chemists and druggists, must also be dis- 
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cussed; but we cannot touch them while | and the will to exercise it, of expelling gross 
our own hands are impure. Itis well known | ; quacks from these bodies; the discussion of 
that the principal druggists, as Savory, } the morality which permits a man to ayow 
Dinnerorp, Rees, and others, are the | himself as a medical skeptic and disbeliever, 
authors of treatises on Domestic Medicine. and yet permits him to prescribe and to take 
The ethics of such a state of things must } | fees;—thees and many other important topics 
be considered, and it will also be for the | , crowd the vista before us, and they are each 
profession to decide whether druggistsought, | and all intimately connected with the eleva. 
with professional tolerance and consent, ever tion of the profession to its proper rank and 
to take out patents for medicinal preparations. , | dignity—Zancet, April 10, 1847, 

The form the question takes is, whether | 


druggists should obtain patents for pharma- | MEDICAL NEWS, 
ceutical elegancies or improvements, most ' DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 

of which originate with the prescriptions of} National Medical Convention. —In an 
medical men, as their rewards; or whether | extra to this number we have given a {ull 
they should depend for remuneration upon | ,account of the proceedings of this body, 
the spontaneous patronage of the profession. ‘which met in Philadelphia in the early part 
Those who look into the future may possi- of last month. The meeting was well at- 
bly see that at this very time the profession! tended,—its deliberations were marked by 
is, without suspicion, under the names of} ; great dignien, courtesy and harmony,—and 
Jeremie, Barrier, Buttock, Squires, and | the results of its action can scarcely fail to 
others, {and McMunn in this country: Ed. ; elevate the standing of the profession, and 
Med. News,] fostering a race of patent medi- extend its usefulness. 





cines for a future age in the seemingly scien- ° _— 

tific solutions, salts, extracts, and prepara. ° Ship Fever in New York. —During the 
tions, which sound so respectable and ortho- ; first sixteen days of April, 14,292 emigrants 
dox in the ears of the present generation. ‘arrived i in New York. Upwards of eighty 


Such are some of the points we propose to: individuals, almost dead with the ship fever, 
argue, but they are but a fragmentary por- were landed from one ship alone, while 
tion of the task we see before us. There is twenty-seven of the cargo died on the pas- 
the obscene quackery and the swindling ’ ,sage. ‘They were one hundred days tossing 
quack firms, a monstrous brood, some of; to and fro upon the ocean, and for the last 
whom are wholly unqualified, some of them ' twenty days their only food consisted of a 
licentiates of the Apothecaries’ Society, , few ounces of meal per day; their stock of 
some of them members of the College of water was entirely exhausted, and they were 
Surgeons of England, and some of them even ; ‘ obliged to be satisfied with what could be 
members of the London College of Physi- ’ ‘caught during rain storms. Is it not a sore 
cians, the last the worst and vilest ; there is; libel upon humanity, that some proper re- 
the battle with the public press respecting | strictions are not enforced by the European 
the morality of inserting for gain, obscene | authorities upon vessels which carry steer- 
and notoriously lying advertisements; there ; ;age passengers, insuring them sufficient 
is the quackery involved in the public alliance ; room and provisions even for emergencies. 
of a medical name with any particular medi- } We learn that the Almshouse and its out- 
cament; (matico and Jerrreys, ox-gall and } buildings are crowded with unfortunate pau- 
Cray, patent poultices and Marxwick, will! per emigrants, among whom the ship-fever 
rise to the recollection of our readers;) the i is making sad ravages. 
evils of indulging in medical writings, par-} The Seaman’s Retreat and Quarantine 
taking of that mixed cynicism and skepticism } Hospital are also crowded. Some tempo- 
which some affect for the sake of popularity {rary provision should be made for the care 
or notoriety ; the open quackeries and their} and accommodation of this additional influx 
supporters, hydropathy, homeopathy, and} of sick paupers—N. Y. Med. and Surg. 
mesmerism; the laxity of medical book-} Rep., April 24. 
sellers in publishing filthy or grossly quack _ 
books side by side with standard profes-} Ligature of both Carotids.—We have re- 
sional works; the quackeries of specialism, } ceived from Dr. E. G. EprrneTon, of Pitts- 
aurists, oculists, and orthopcedists, &c.; the } burg, a communication, in which he claims 
necessity of a power in the different colleges, ' for the late Dr. Macitx, of Hagerstown, 
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Maryland, the credit of having been the first’ Obituary Record.--Died in Philadelphia 
to tie both carotid arteries, in 1823 or 1824. May 9, afier a short illness, Geo. McClel. 
Dr. E. says that **the object of the opera- lan, M.D., aged 51. Dr. McClellan was a 
tion was to control the exalted vascularity bold operator, and enjoyed considerable re- 
of some malignant tumour of the antrum or) putation as a surgeon. 

orbit. The tying of one carotid having’ , In Boston, on the 12th April, Ben- 
failed to accomplish the purpose, the other jamin Suurtierr, M. D., aged 72. He was 
was taken up, at what interval I am unable the oldest physician in the county of Suf- 
tosay. The second operation succeeded.”’ folk, and the oldest honorary graduate of 

He adds that ‘‘Dr. Davipge, who lectured Harvard University. 
on surgery in the University of Maryland,)5 ——, in Cincinnati, on the 4th April, of 
often spoke of the operation to his class.” ‘inflammation of the lungs, Noan Wor- 

Dr. Maaitt undoubtedly performed the cester, M.D. He was a physician of much 
operation, but the details have never, so far’ promise. 
as we know, been published, and we shall; ——, in New York, on the 29th of April, 
be pleased to receive them, if any of our: of pneumonia, aged 60, Joun Revere, M. 
correspondents can furnish them. D., Professor of Principles and Practice of 

_ ‘ Medicine in the University of the City of 
‘ New York. 

—, in Richmond, May —, Ava. L. 
Warner, M.D., Prof. of Surgery in the 
Medical Department of Hampden Sidney 
College. 

—, of phthisis, on the 19th Jan., 1847, 
in the 31st year of his age, Seaman D. Sinx- 





Presentment of the Medical Profession.— 
The medical profession has actually been’ 
presented by a grand jury! It seems, in the 
language of that body, that persons are daily 
admitted to the practice of medicine, in Up. | 
per Canada, with too much facility. ‘They ° 
may have pas ient period of time ; 
. te Hen tie Snore persee LER, M. D., formerly one of the editors of 
ond received even 0 Gneeateum and thew be the Southern Journal of Medicine and Phar- 


ere /macy. 
totally unfit to assume the responsibilities of | ™°°Y 


° soe * ? —, } W | 23d of 
a medical practitioner. Canada is not the > ~~ 7 ashington, = the ; Jan. 
: ; ; last, in the 74th year of his age, I'RepericK 
only place on this continent where doctors si ; 
. ° May, M.D., President of the Medical So- 
are fledged too soon, nor has the grand in-; °. hing: , ; 
ciety of the District of Columbia, one of the 


uest made the discovery first, that life is. te, 
. y ; ) oldest residents of the’ city, and the oldest 


too precious to be entrusted to the care of: “a 
‘physician of the place. He was for many 


-he , ight - . 
beetle-headed fellows, who might have suc ; years the physician and surgeon of Wash- 


ceeded very well in ditching bog lands, but ' fone 
who should never have been licensed toprey?; °° 
upon the human family. Dr. Horace Nel- ; FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE 
son, of Montreal, of the chair of anatomy } itt rneannanealonadetie~ ei elaigei 
and physiology in the school of medicine in} Injurious symptoms arising from the in- 
hs re h re saint eimai hilt ‘halation of Ether Vapour.—Among the 
Seaes a cerca He tit numerous cases recorded in the foreign 
= 7 * d vm ail nee intimating | journals, in which ether has been inhaled for 
rent owed he grand HY itn he papa of evening pin in suri 
, t nt an os to proclaim. Were the operations, there are some in which injuri- 
vil i ' | 
grand juries of these sovereign and independ- gg ema Mr. Ricn- 
ent States to point out the anomalies that } aia an Med Gaz April 9 
appertain to the different kinds of practice, | 5, p ‘cmenianiadl March 6th. 1847. 
and to the practitioners themselves, great)" I , . ' 
oa shane etal Sb anole ae for the extraction of a molar tooth of the 
. aa : . pith ia Med. and Surg.} ower jaw. She is a servant in a family, 
pntong , a 847 : and eighteen years of age: is of a florid 
ourn., April 26, 1547. complexion, well nourished, and plump in 


é 
—_ $appearance. She showed some nervous tre- 


Artificial Limbs.—The editor of the Bos- pidation, and on sitting down began to shed 
ton Med. and Surg. Journal highly extols; tears. She was affected at the time with 
the artificial limbs made by Mr. Ferdinand ; enlarged tonsils, but as they did not obstruct 
Bardeen, of Providence, R. I. ‘the free passage of the air, I thought they 
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would not be an objection to the inhalation. side of the face. I directed the cold cloths 
She was desirous of having the ether. She» to the head to be continued when the mus- 
had no complaint of the lungs or of the cular twitchings went off, and she began 
heart, and expressed herself perfectly well : laughing. She then sat up, and arranged 
except the tonsils. She took the ether freely, ; her hair, which had become dishevelled 
having heard of the benefit others derived > during her struggles. She declared that she 
from it. Afterinhaling one minute, the tube) was quite free from headache, and her head 
was removed from the mouth. The muscles? felt quite well, except a little confusion, She 
being contracted, and the mouth firmly shut, } got up and walked home, a distance of about 
there was a difficulty in opening it. As it} two hundred yards. 
took a little time to adjust the key, sensa- ‘* The following was the report of a person 
tion returned, and she felt the pain of the? I requested to see her in the evening :— 
extraction in an unmitigated degree. After She is excited, but not more than might be 
the operation she bent her body backwards, ; , expected to be found in a nervous and hys- 
and sunk out of her chair; she gradually } ?terical patient. Headache, and pulse of 
got the better, however, of the effects of) eighty, neither particularly full nor throb- 
the ether, and began to cry, and conscious: ; bing: pupil active, eye heavy and tearful; 
ness returned, but in a short time she again } ’ catamenia present since yesterday.—Order- 
lapsed into a state of unconsciousness, with ’ ed evaporating lotion to the head, five grains 
convulsive movements of the muscles, but! of calomel at bed-time, and a black draught. 
she again got better, and attempted to walk, ; In the morning I saw her again. 
but could not; the convulsions returned. ‘*On the 19th she had been leeched for 
There were spasmodic movements of the; headache; pulse seventy-six, soft. There 
muscles of the left side of the face, the? has been no return of convulsions since the 
angle of the mouth was drawn upwards, the} bleeding from the arm. She feels giddy 
head was hot, the cheeks flushed, the vessels) upon sitting up, and the auditory nerves are 
of the conjunctiva injected, the pupils dilated; } acutely sensitive to sounds, 
there were convulsive movements of the} ‘‘ Having entertained a very favourable 
limbs, opisthotonos, and intense pain of the? opinion of the inhalation of ether from the 
head. I endeavoured to refrigerate the? many successive instunces I had witnessed, 
head by means of towels soaked in cold’ [ must say this and other cases have en- 
water, which somewhat relieved the symp-} tirely altered my opinion, and very reluct- 
toms. I proposed to bleed her, but she? antly am I induced to look upon the remedy 
strongly objected, as she had come against } as unsafe.’’ 
her mother’s wish, and she was afraid of her; ‘I'he same journal for April 9th, contains 
censure. This state of things continued ’ the following case related by J. W. Easz- 
about half an hour ; the refrigeration ailorded ; MAN, Esq. 
but partial relief, the convulsions became; ‘Albin Burfitt, of Silton, aged eleven 
stronger, the spasmodic twitchings of the’ years, became entangled about 8 A. M., 
muscles of the face more frequent and more ; on the 23d of February, in the machinery 
violent, the pupil more and more dilated, the ; >of a mill, in consequence of which he sus- 
pulse full, hard, and bounding. There was | tained a very severe compound fracture of 
no stertor of the breathing, nor was the’ the left thigh, with great laceration of the 
countenance livid; on the contrary, the? soft parts, and a simple fracture of the right 
cheeks resembled two pieces of scarlet vel-? thigh. Mr. Newman, of Mere, a very able 
vet: the breathing was not hurried. | and experienced surgeon, saw the patient 
‘*T now found that bleeding was indispen- soon after the accident, and with the con- 
sable, and she consented ; I therefore opened | currence of another surgeon, Mr. Rumsey, 
avein. ‘The blood did not flow very freely, ’ determined on amputating the limb as soon 
but I took a full bleeding (eighteen ounces) } as the patient had recovered from the shock 
from the arm, with marked relief to < the accident. I was requested to be pre- 
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symptoms. ‘I'he convulsions ceased; con-} sent at the operation. Saw the case at 4 
vulsions which only returned at intervals: P. M., and instantly agreed in opinion, as 
previously, now became established. At} to the necessity of an operation, with the 
the end of the bleeding the pupil contracted} other surgeons, who had been in constant 
on exposure to light: still there was spas-$ attendance on the boy throughout the day. 
modic twitching of the muscles of the left! We did not, at this time, entertain any fears 

















of the patient’s death, either from the inju- 
ries sustained, or the intended operation. 
The nervous system had certainly received 
a great shock, but as there had been but a 
iritling loss of blood,—as considerable re- 
action had been established,—as no vital 
organ had: apparently been injured,—as the 
boy was quite sensible, and had shown great 
fortitude and patience under his severe sufler- 
ings, we all considered there was sufficient 
vital force in his system to support him under 
the operation. ‘The question now arose, 
whether the inhalation of ether should be 


employed? After mature consideration we > 
> communication with each other, M. Nelaton 


determined it should, and that we would use 
the apparatus we had at hand. As soon as 
the patient was brought under its influence, 
which was the case in about three or four 
minutes, Mr. Newman operated with his 
usual skill and judgment, but the patient's 
sufferings, on making the circular incision, 
were so severe, that the intelligent and 
humane clergyman of the parish, Mr. Martin, 
who personally waited on the boy through- 


out the operation, remarked that the remedy ° 


was quite a failure. ‘The inhalation was 


now employed the second time for two or: 


three minutes, and with decided benefit, as 


far as the entire suspension of suffering was’ 
‘been hitherto given. 


involved, and the operation (in which the 
loss of blood was most trifling) was con- 


cluded. With its conclusion our difficulties : 
and anxiety commenced, for our patient was. 


insuch a state of exhaustion and apparent 


intoxication that we soon considered his life : 
to be in danger; and our fears were but too > 


fully realized, for in defiance of all the: 
- therefore, the knee protrudes inwardly, and 


to pay, he sank in less than three hours after’ the outer aspect of the limb presents an ob- 


watchful attention it was in our united power 


the operation. ‘The state of the brain during 
this period was peculiarly distressing. ‘There 
were alternate manifestations of excitement 
and depression of the sensorial powers; al 


one time resembling delirium, at another’ 


like approaching syncope, and again like 


ditions continued until the poor boy died. 


‘inner condyle is broken. 
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(April 10), that ‘the number of surgical 
operations in some of our [London] hos- 
pitals has more than doubled since the in- 
troduction into practice ot the use of ether 
vapour.”’ 

Diagnosis of Venous Aneurism—In se- 
Vveral forms of spontaneous aneurism, or of 
lalse circumscribed aneurism, the tumour is 
the seat of a certain tremor which might lead 
to an erroneous belief in the existence of 
aneurismal varix. In order to render more 
positive the diagnosis of this condition, in 
which a vein and an artery are placed in 


assigns the following three signs to venous 


aneurism, and considers them as pathog- 


nomonic of the disease:—1. A double souf- 
fle, corresponding to ventricular contraction, 
and to arterial systole. 2. A continuous 
tremor. 3. The existence of this tremor in 
a considerable extent of the course of the 
vein.— Gaz, des Hopitaur. 

Fracture of One of the Condyles of the 
Femur. — M. Malgaigne endeavours, in a 
short and interesting memoir, to elucidate 


the history and diagnostic signs of this frac- 


ture, of which no correct description has 
The principal signs 
upon which M. Malgaigne chiefly insists are 
the transversal enlargement of the anterior 


‘aspect of the knee due to the separation of 


the condyles in front only; and the remark- 
able deviation of the leg—the tibia following 
the fractured condyle in its displacement. 
In the fracture of the external condyle, 


tuse angle; the reverse is the case when the 
An obscure cre- 
pitus may usually be felt on pressing the 
patella; but the great pain which this de- 
termines, and the often very considerable 
effusion in the joint which follows the injury, 


violent intoxication, and these alternate con-; should deter the surgeon from any very 


‘rigorous search for crepitation. Sir Astley 


“On areview of the above case, I am not} Cooper recommended the limb to be kept 


only induced to consider that the inhalation 


of ether partially failed in suspending pain, {the knee, over a piece of pasteboard. 


extended, and a roller to be applied around 
Sir 





but I also attribute the death of the patient; Astley Cooper’s object in recommending 
to its narcotising effects on the nervous } the leg to be placed in extension was to pre- 


system, previously depressed by great and : serve the condyles on the same line—an in- 
tention which, according to M. Malgaigne, 


extensive injuries.”’ 
; that position does not carry out. He prefers 
{ 
) 


Ether in Surgical Operations.—It is} slight flexure of the extremity, and the ap- 
stated in an editorial article in the Lancet {plication of one splint on one or the other 











in alee 
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side, according to the deviation of the leg: if} Duration of Human Life.—The results 
it be thrown into exaggerated adduction, for ‘obtained by M. Benoiston de Chateauneuf 
instance, as in fracture of the internal con- ‘relative to the duration of life, are different 
dyle, the splint should be placed on the in- (from those contained in statistical tables 


ner side, in order that a handkerchief ora 
bandage may destroy the displacement, by 
drawing the knee towards the splint.—Jbid. 


‘hitherto published. During the thirty years 
;of peace which have prevailed in Europe, 
: there has been a considerable improvement 


_— in the condition of the populations of various 

Treatment of Coryza.—M. Deschamps, ; countries, and each government has regu. 
pharmacien of the Hospital of Charenton, larly published documents on the actual state 
asserts that coryza may be arrested in its ‘of its subjects. ‘The researches of M. Cha. 
incipient stage by injections, repeated twice ;teauneuf are, therefore, on a more exten. 
or three times at two hours’ interval, of a sive scale than those yet made. We learn, 
fluid containing two grains of extract of | from the labours of this statistician, that in 
opium to two-thirds of an ounce of distilled | ; England, Belgium, Prussia, Budien, Den- 


water.—Repertoire de Pharmacie. 

Nitrate of Silver in Hooping-Cough.— | 
Professor ‘Rousseau recommends the fol- 
lowing solution of nitrate of silver in cases 
of hooping-cough:—R. Aq. destil., 3i.; 
syrup. simplicis, 5ss.; argenti nitratis, gr. 


one-fifth; to be taken daily. —Bull.de Thérap. | 


Influence of the Solitary System on Ty- | 


phus Fevers in Prisons.—At a conference } 
held at Frankfort, it was stated, that those | 
prisons which were provided with separate | 
cells were comparatively free from typhus 
fever, while it was spreading its ravages 
through others where the prisoners were in 
common. In the former, the mortality was 
only three per cent., while in the latter it 
was fen per cent.! Dene a ten years’ trial ' 


of this system at Warsaw, there were only | 
two cases of insanity among the prisoners. { 
All the speakers agreed that this system of | 


keeping prisoners in separate cells was at- 5 
tended with good results. — Lond. Med. : 
Gaz., from Gaz. Méd. 

New Mode of Preserving Animal Sub- 
stances.—The Abbé Bapav MIK, Conserva- 
tor of the Museum of Natural History at 
Vienna, has succeeded in rendering anima 
substances as hard as stone. ‘To effect this 
he immerses them in water holding in solu- 
tion bichloride of mercury and hydrochlo. : 
rate of ammonia. Substances that have 
remained in this liquid for some time ac- 
quire the hardness of stone: they may be 


;mark, and I’rance, nearly one-half of the 
; individuals who are born, attain the age of 
30 years. About one-half of the survivors 
' die before reaching the age of 60. Thirty. 
;seven per cent. reach 70, and eleven per 
cent. 80 years. Isolated instances only are 
/met with at a more advanced age. 

/ According to M. Benoiston de Chatean- 
‘neuf, the term of human life is zinety years. 
In some countries life is protracted beyond 
‘this period; but this tendency to longevity 
' does not appear to be peculiar to any nation, 
as it is found to exist equally among all. . 
‘ One well-known opinion has been confirmed 
‘by these statistical researches, namely, that, 
‘in all European countries, the duration of 
‘life is greater among females than among 
males.—Journ. de Médecine et de Chirurgie 
' Pratiques, 1846. 


’ Deaths from Punctures in Dissection. — 
‘T'rom accurate researches it appears that 
dade a period of twenty-one years, from 
; 182 6 to 1846, thirty-three students belong- 
‘ing to the Faculty of Medicine of Paris died 
from suppurative fever arising from punctures 
received in dissection. It appears also, that 
while during the same period the rate of 
| {mortality was only one in eighty among 
students of law, and one in seventy-five 
‘among the students of the Polytechnic 
‘ (Military) School, it was at least one in fifty 
‘among students of medicine. 


Rate of Mortality in Paris.—The mean 


LIne 


polished, will resist the hammer, have an? annual mortality of Paris is one death 
angular fracture, and give out a metallic? among 51 persons living. In one district it 
sound when struck. They preserve their § is as low as one in 62, and in another as 
natural colour, and require no more care ‘high as one in 43. In the prisons the deaths 
afier they are taken out of the solution —} are one in 15, and in the hospitals one in 6. 
Lancet, Jan. 23d, 1847, —Gazette des Hopitaux, Oct. 20 





